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prominent Roman statesmen—men of light and leading—all
gave their thoughts to this problem and tried to find a satis-
factory explanation. The explanation they gave was dictated
by the political and philosophical ideas current at the time.
Starting from the position that the welfare of a state
depends partly upon the moral qualities of individuals and
partly upon the excellence of its constitution, the Greek
philosophic historians attributed the success of Rome to just
these two causes : the virtues of Roman citizens, and the
perfection of the Roman constitution—a constitution which
realized in practice the ideal shaped long before by Greek
philosophers, from Plato downwards. We, however, cannot
accept this explanation as sufficient. Investigation into the
conditions of life in Rome and Italy have proved to us, what
Polybius himself was beginning to realize at the end of his
life—that the view held by the ancients concerning the Roman
constitution and the moral and civic virtues of the Roman
people is exaggerated and does not entirely correspond with
the facts, and, at all events, is not a complete answer to the
question.
It is clear that the causes of Rome's success are more
complex and lie deeper ; they can only be discovered by careful
study of the historic environment which moulded the course
of life in Italy from remote antiquity. But of that early
development we know little. The Greeks were chiefly inter-
ested in the fortunes of their own colonies in Sicily and
south Italy. They knew of the Italian tribes as early as the
seventh century B. c., but took no keen interest in them till
two centuries later ; they were most concerned with them* at
the end of the fourth century and beginning of the third.
It must be added that the copious historical literature pro-
duced by the Sicilian and Italian Greeks has not reached us
or has reached us only in sorry fragments. The most valuable
of these fragments were taken by Roman writers between
100 b. c. and a. d. 100 from the Greek historian Timaeus,
a native of Tauromenium (now Taormina) in Sicily, who lived
at the end of the fourth century and in the first half of the
third, and collected whatever was then known concerning the
history of the different Italian clans.
Historical tradition, as preserved by the Italians them-
selves and remodelled by Roman historians of the last
three centuries B. c., is not only meagre but deliberately

